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Since its inception in 1901, how has the Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology conceived of itself?
Self-described as a museum where “cultures connect,” the Hearst currently holds nearly 4 million objects. Over
the past 100+ years, museum staff, university faculty, and collectors have written innumerable articles,
exhibition catalogues, collection entries, website texts, and more to describe and identify this museum.

It is imperative to examine how this museum has regarded itself since the beginning of the 20th century, how
this has changed, and perhaps how this has stayed the same. We are asking you, the viewer, to draw conclusions
about the Hearst Museum’s current mission “to steward a vast collection of objects spanning the infinite breadth
of human cultures for the advancement of knowledge and understanding” in conjunction with the objects
compiled below. What language legitimizes the Hearst as a steward?

In this mini-exhibit, we assemble a clipping file from the Hearst to ask the question: to what extent is the
distinction between collection and collector mutable? What does it mean when the words used to describe a
museum and its collection become part of that collection? What does it mean to be an object?

Mary Goes to School and Speaks Good English
Berkeley, CA, United States
1902
Graphite on paper, in Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology Online Portal
Source

Hoefler’s Observations
Paul Hoefler

1928/29, in Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology Online Portal
Unknown

Source

More Hoefler
Paul Hoefler
1928/29
Unknown, in Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology Online Portal
Source
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https://hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu/about/
https://portal.hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu/catalog/a8d3e6df-2263-4f48-9e8d-550be866cebb
https://portal.hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu/catalog/c974a824-a58a-45b9-9280-fbee6598e958
https://portal.hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu/catalog/83a9ca6c-3f27-4a04-bc47-bf6b30d9b342


Objects of Unusual Interest and Alfred Kroeber’s Method of Characterizing these Objects
Alfred Kroeber

1920
Printed in University of California Museum of Anthropology Guide

Source

West of the Mississippi
William Bascom and Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology Collections Management Policy Authors
1962 and 2018
Printed in a personal letter and published on Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology website
Source; Source
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https://hdl.handle.net/2027/ucbk.ark:/28722/h2dn3zw94
https://bcourses.berkeley.edu/courses/1500445/files/79379598/download?download_frd=1
https://hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/policy/2018_CMS_Hearst_Web.pdf


Bascom the Bargain Hunter
William Bascom

1962
Printed in a personal letter

Source

Bascom’s Thoughts on African Art
William Bascom

1967
Printed in catalogue for Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology exhibition, African Arts

Source

HA192CU, Spring 2021

https://bcourses.berkeley.edu/courses/1500445/files/79379598/download?download_frd=1
https://escholarship.org/content/qt8058z8pv/qt8058z8pv.pdf


Elsasser’s Introduction to the
Treasures of the Hearst

Albert Elsasser
1968

Printed in catalogue for Phoebe
A. Hearst Museum of

Anthropology exhibition,
Treasures of the Lowrie

Museum
Source
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https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.32106000745312


“The Traditional American Indian is Disappearing”
Dale Valory
1971
Printed in the Guide to Ethnological Documents (1-203) of the Department and Museum of Anthropology
Source

Annual Reports from the Hearst, Steward of the Past
William Bascom

1973
Printed in Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology Annual Report 1972/3

Source

Members’ Newsletters and The Hearst’s Values in
the ‘90s
Rosemary Joyce
1990s
Printed in Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of
Anthropology newsletter
Source
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https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.c037168338
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.32106019431326
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.31210013890668


Only 20%
Elaine M. Howle

2020
Published on Auditor of the State of CA website

Source

A Key Figure
Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology Collections Management Policy Authors
2018
Published on Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology website
Source
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http://auditor.ca.gov/reports/2019-047/index.html
https://hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/policy/2018_CMS_Hearst_Web.pdf


About, As of Now
Unknown
2021
Published on Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of
Anthropology website
Source
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https://hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu/about/

